Alanna Gayko's Ride around Oz

A six-year old boy 1 Jordan Anderson i who lives with his parents and
brother in Coffs Harbour, NSW., suffers from a terminal iliness called
Batten Disease. His family is currently raising funds to support his trust
fund and promote research into the disease. This genetic disease results
in blindness, progressive motor sensory loss and is ultimately terminal '

in 30 Days

sometime during childhood.

A motorcycle ride around Australia is to commence from Coffs Harbour on Monday 19" June, via the
southern mainland states to Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, Darwin, Cairns, Brisbane and eventually
home. Two registered nurses, Alanna and Jude from Coffs Harbour, will ride their motorcycles to
Sydney, then Alanna will follow this itinerary, promoting awareness of the disease and intend to raise

money for Jordanés trust fund.

Mon 19/6 Coffs to Newcastle Mon 3/7 Broome

Tues 20/6 Sydney Tues 4/7 Halls Creek

Wed 21/6 Kiama Wed 5/7 Kununurra

Thurs 22/6 Canberra Thurs 6/7 Darwin

Fri 23/6 Wagga Fri 7/7 Katherine

Sat 24/6 Melbourne Sat 8/7 Tennant Creek

Sun 25/6 Adelaide Sun 9/7 Mt.Isa

Mon 26/6 Port Augusta Mon 10/7 Charters Towers

Tues 27/6 Eucla WA/SA border Tues 11/7 Cairns

Wed 28/6 Norseman Wed 12/7 Townsville

Thurs 29/6 Perth Thurs 13/7 Mackay

Fri 30/6 Moora Fri 14/7 Bribie Island

Sat 1/7 Carnarvon Sat 15/7 Brisbane

Sun 2/7 Karratha Sun 16/7 Coffs Harbour
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REGIONAL towns seem

| more Interested in chari-

table causes than the big
¢ities believes Alanna
Gayko, just returned from
riding around Australia
0 promote awareness of
Batten's Disease, a degen:
erative malady with no
CUrE.

During her s0-day 15,000
kilometre marathon, the
Coffs Harbour Base Hospi-
tal nurse found a much
more Interested reception
in the regions than in the
capital citles,

This impression was
sirengthened at the end of
herjourney when 50 motor-
cyclists met Alanna at
Grafton on Sunday to
accompany her on the ride
back to Coffs Harbour.

‘I learned it's really the

| regional towns that care’

she sald, 'Canberra was
good and Wollongong but

| the media in many of the

capital eities ignored you.
How are people supposed to

find out if the media don’t
turn up?*

Alanna singled out WIN
'V and Channel 10 region:
al crows for praise for their
coverage.

Alanna herself became
interested after nursing
Jordan Anderson of Bayl-
don, one of only a handful
of Known cases of Batten's
Disease in Australia.

But she said thers were

times on her very long ride,
particularly through the
lonely outback, when she
wondered what she had got
herself into.

The lights on her elder:
Iy BMW motwrcycle failed
right outside a prison farm
near Perth, and she waslaft
standing on the roadside in
complete darkness, but for-
tunately after resting the
motoreyele the lights
worked again,

Near Broome low beam
failed and she had to ride
for 300 kilometres with her
thumb holding on the high

beam, pulling to the road-
side each time she met a
vehicle coming in the oppo-
site direction:

Fitzroy Crossing was
probably thelow point when
amotelier wanted to charge
her $150 for a night so she

conld have asleapand show:
ar, g0 despite her reluctance’

{oride at night she travelled
on to Halls Creek, where &
room cost S0,

Alanna spent about 5100
a day on petrol, paying the
toppriceof §1.24 ontheNul-
labor. »

‘Because | was on such
a tight schedule I didn't
have much time to eat or
rest, o I'm just glad 1o be

‘home safe and sound,’ she

said,
But there was no rest as
Alanna and her partner
were about to begin mov-
ing house yesterday. Alan-
na was grateful her moth-
er had arrived to help.
Then it's back to work
next week, but the hospital

Batten's Disease suff

Jordan And

and his

were there to

welcome Alanna Gayko, second from right, home from her around Australia trip.
Also there were, from loft, Lisa and Nancy Rhoades, who are Vanessa's aunt and

mother.

puton an afterncon tea yes-
terday to welcome Alanna
back and recognise her
achievement.

So was itallworthwhile?

“The aim was to raise
awareness and 1 only met
one person outside the

research hospitals who had
heard about Batten'’s Dis-
vase, sohopefully alot more
people are better informed,'
she said.

Alanna was particularly
pleased to receive an email
from the international

e DRYGE THOMAS 70570
director of  research into
Batten's Digease thanking
her for raising awareness
of the disease. [

But it might be a while
before she tackles such &
long ride again.

— MICHAEL SECOMB
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o e m—

~w =
*a:t ?nrm" A

P | — — - Tryout of Police ej§
=il oDog on thteoﬂ'(uck@un Mel bourne Childre

ﬁ Travelling the Eucla Pass, S.A.

Visiting a family in Canbe rra, ACT

At Kimba, South Australia

Crossing the S.A. and W.A. border




